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CHAPTER 9
The Indians of the United States
To KNOW the spirit of the Indians of the
United States is to know another world. It is to pass beyond
the Cartesian age, beyond the Christian age, beyond the Aris-
totelian age, beyond all the dichotomies we know, and into the
age of wonder, the age of the dawn man. There all the dichot-
omies are melted away, joy requires sorrow, and sorrow, joy,
man and society and the world are one, fantasy and the old,
hard wisdom of experience join in the rituals, the moralizing
tales, the songs, the myths, idealism and ideality are joined
with searching and undeviating practicality. And the child is
joined with the man
The story of North America's Indians, down the centuries,
brings into relief thiee Indian characteristics, attainable by
average men only through the application of a profound social
art. They are psychological maturity, many-sidedness, and in-
tensity within tranquillity. The tranquillity includes, not ex-
cludes, life abundant and the awareness of tragic fate.
The night he died, in the Danubian marshlands where the
barbarians advanced on the Roman Empire, Marcus Aurelius
gave to the army its watchword- Equannnitas. But this was an
equanimity withdrawn from the press of life, from all the
splendor and terror of it, The tribal Indian's equanimity is
poised within the press of life and rejects nothing of the glory
and doom* It is poised, too, between the "twin eternities" of a
racial past not dead and a future already alive, on-drawing and
event-commanding through the action of the human will im-
planted far onward within future time.
I had supposed that the tracing of the Indian record m what'
is now the United States would be the easiest part of this book*!
I had lived with its subject matter for twenty-five years; it wa$,
home ground. But as it has turned out It is the most difficult
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